
 
 
 

Make ‘Em Laugh 
Kathy Feininger and Her Holiday Phenomenon 
 
Ask anyone who knows her and they’ll tell you that Kathy Feininger has a wacky sense of 
humor. 
 
Feininger’s “day job” for more than two decades has been as a passionate advocate for and 
developer of innovative arts education programs, but it’s the work she does after hours where 
her sense of humor really shines through. 
 
“I love the musical theatre,” she says, “and for years I would think of parody lyrics and then 
sing them for my husband who would generally just groan and roll his eyes at me. 
 
“Then one night, I happened to catch a rerun of the animated Mister Magoo’s Christmas 
Carol on TV. I thought it was very funny and I just decided there and then that if Mister 
Magoo could do it, so could I!” 
 
And thus, A Broadway Christmas Carol was born. 
 
“I thought to myself: I love musicals, I love to laugh, and I have always loved Charles 
Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, and so why shouldn’t I write some song parodies that make me 
laugh and use Dickens as a guide?” 
 
“Besides, I think we need to laugh more at the holidays. And I was tired of seeing 
melodramatic versions of A Christmas Carol.” 
 
A one-act version of Feininger’s late night work premiered in 1993, but it wasn’t until five 
years later when the suburban Washington, DC-based Round House Theatre asked her to 
create and direct a full-length version of the show that it became a smash hit. 
 
 “The audience reaction was great the first year, but it really took off when Round House 
produced the show for a second year,” she notes. “Then, suddenly, it became a holiday 
tradition!” 
 
Round House produced the show for seven consecutive holiday seasons, playing to SRO 
crowds most of the time. In 2004, that production celebrated its 100th performance. 
 



Well-known in the Washington area as a community leader as well as for her theatrical 
successes as a playwright and director, Feininger is often approached by audience members 
in the theatre lobby, on the street, and occasionally even in her neighborhood supermarket. 
 
“They usually ask if I’m the ‘Funny Christmas Carol Lady,’” she says, laughing. “And they 
usually have a song parody to pitch! It’s a nice 15 minutes of fame.” 
 
-end- 
 
Photo to accompany: headshot of Kathy Feininger, which may be downloaded from 
www.broadwaychristmas.com. (Note that image on this page is not suitable for printing.) 
 

 
 
Suggested caption: Kathy Feininger, the “Funny Christmas Carol Lady,” was inspired to 
create her holiday hit after watching the animated Mr. Magoo’s Christmas Carol. Photo: 
Claire Newman-Williams. 
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